
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



242 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

As an example of the method of treatment of each subject, chap, iii, which deals 
with drawing, may be cited. The author takes up certain scattering attempts in 
teaching drawing before the middle of the nineteenth century; the influence of the 
reports by Stowe (1839) and Mann (1844) concerning foreign schools; the influence 
of the London exhibit of 1851 and the Paris exhibit of 1867; the clear-cut industrial 
basis for the introduction of drawing into the Massachusetts schools in 1870; the 
impetus given by the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876; the tendency in the 
schools to neglect the industrial reasons for which drawing had been introduced and 
to emphasize its value as a mental discipline. 

The mechanics of the structure of the book are good, the liberal use of italicized 
paragraph headings and their organization in the analytical table of contents being 
especially helpful. 

S. Chester Parker 



Progress through the Grades of City Schools, A Study of Acceleration and Arrest. 

By Charles Henry Keyes, Ph.D. New York: Teachers College, 

Columbia University. 

Mr. Keyes has reported in great detail in this book the progress of pupils through 
the schools of a well-organized district in New England. The tables show the amount 
of acceleration, as well as the amount of retardation, and the study is especially 
interesting because it calls attention to acceleration which has commonly been over- 
looked. The general conclusion which Mr. Keyes emphasizes can be stated in his own 
words as follows: "Potential accelerates are present in our schools in very large num- 
bers, comprising from one-fourth to one-third of all pupils above the first grade. The 
average accelerate, under favorable conditions, has the capacity to gain from one year 
in seven to two years in nine of the traditional city-school course. The number of 
such pupils is so considerable as to demand that special provision be made in every 
school system for freeing their progress through the schools. This service, whether it 
is to be rendered by special teachers or special classes and in a differentiated curriculum 
is too important for society to neglect 

"The experience under consideration shows that under the conditions described 
the middle grades of our schools are places of large opportunity for giving the superior 
pupil a chance to work up to the healthful limit of his better powers. Less than this 
is not education in the true sense." 

The significance of this study for the general student of school statistics lies in the 
demonstration which is given of the necessity of a detailed study of the cases under 
consideration. Ayer's report on Laggards emphasizes only one side of the problem, 
and offers a method which, as Mr. Keyes has shown, obscures many of the important 
facts which should be known. Ayer's standard age for admission to schools is cer- 
tainly too late. All of the studies that have taken up the facts in detail have demon- 
strated this with regard to Ayer's method, and Mr. Keyes's work is further confirma- 
tion of the general conclusion that has been reached in many of these studies. 

If such studies as Mr. Keyes here reports could be made by every superintendent 
in charge of schools, there would be great gain in school organization and in the 
efficiency of instruction. 

C.H.J. 



